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CHAPTER I,
LIFE 05? P. A. MESMER.
Friedrich (ci( Franz) Anton Mesmer was born at
Weil, near the point at which the Rhine leaves the
lake of Constance, on May 25, 1733, He studied
medicine at Vienna under the eminent 'masters of
that day, Van Swieten and De Haen, took a degree,
and commenced practice. Interested in Astrology,
he imagined that the stars exerted an influence on
beings living on the earth. He identified the sup-
posed force with electricity, and then with mag-
netism; and it was but a short step to suppose that
stroking diseased bodies with magnets might effect a
cure. He published his first work (De Planetarum
Influxu) in 1766.
Ten years later on meeting with Gassner in
Switzerland, he observed that the priest effected cures
without the use of magnets, by manipulation alone.
This led Mesmer to discard the magnets and to
suppose that some kind of occult force resided in
himself by which he could influence others. He held
that this force permeated the universe and more
especially effected the nervous systems of men. He
removed to Paris in 1778, and in a short time the
French capital was thrown into a state of great
excitement, by the marvellous effects of mesmerism*
Mesmer soon made many converts; controversies
arose; he excited the indignation of the medical
faculty of Paris, who stigmatised him as a charlatan;